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Executive Summary 

The Governor’s Office of Student Achievement serves as the reporting and accountability agency for 

education in Georgia.  As such, GOSA is charged by law with inspecting academic records of schools to 

ensure that education institutions are faithful to performance accountability requirements. Through an 

academic audit, GOSA reviews student assessment data and other school records reported to the State to 

confirm accuracy and explore the effectiveness of local school initiatives in improving achievement. 

 

The erasure analysis focuses on identifying classrooms and schools where the number of wrong answers 

that have been changed to right answers on individual student answer sheets is well above the state 

average. It is conducted in English-Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies in grades 3 

through 8 and following eight high school courses: Ninth Grade Literature and Composition, American 

Literature and Composition, Coordinate Algebra, Analytic Geometry, Physical Science, Biology, U.S. 

History, and Economics.  It is important to note that the results of the erasure analysis are used as an 

initial flag to spur further investigation of many indicators to determine if any cheating occurred. The 

results do not indicate that cheating necessarily occurred. 

 

To conduct this analysis, the State’s testing vendor, Data Recognition Corporation (DRC) had 

psychometricians scan answer documents to identify total erasures and wrong-to-right erasures per 

classroom.
1
 Using the DRC Erasure Analysis and accompanying data file, GOSA flagged schools for an 

internal desktop audit based on the following criteria:
 2
 

 

EOG Flagging Criteria (Grades 3-8) 

 

 Five percent or more of classrooms in a school are flagged at four standard deviations or greater, 

OR 

 One classroom is flagged at seven standard deviations or greater. 

 

EOC Flagging Criterion (Grades 7-12) 

 

 One classroom is flagged at five standard deviations or greater. 

 

Results Summary  

 

For the EOG, 94 classrooms in 40 schools in 23 LEAs were identified for an initial desktop audit. After 

the audit, 19 schools in 12 LEAs require further inquiry.  For the EOC, 32 classrooms in 23 schools in 12 

LEAs were identified for an initial desktop audit. After the audit, 14 schools in 10 LEAs require further 

inquiry. 

                                                 
1
 Currently, the analysis only includes paper-and-pencil tests. As part of its FY16 contract, DRC is developing pilot 

analysis of wrong-to-right answer changes from online testing. In addition, due to the technology in online testing, it 

is also providing pilot response similarity and response time analyses that may strengthen GOSA’s auditing efforts 

in future years. 
2
 In prior years, GOSA placed schools into four categories based on the percentage of classrooms flagged within 

each school: Clear of concern; Minimal concern; Moderate concern; and Severe concern. As a result, schools with a 

classroom flagged with a high standard deviation were not identified for a desktop audit if less than 5% of the 

classrooms in a school were flagged.  With this in mind, GOSA has adjusted the standard deviation levels for EOG 

and EOC and added a criterion that automatically flags classrooms with greater than 7 standard deviations. 
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Schools requiring further inquiry are included in recommendations to the SBOE for inquiry, monitoring, 

teacher rotation during testing, and on-site audits. The following report contains the results of GOSA’s 

desktop audit and recommendations to the State Board of Education for actions to be taken in schools 

requiring further inquiry by the State.   
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EOG Desktop Audit 

Analysis Overview 

 

GOSA identified schools for a desktop audit when five percent or more of classrooms in a school was 

flagged at four standard deviations or greater, or one classroom was flagged at seven standard deviations 

or greater. In total, 94 classrooms in 40 schools in 23 LEAs were identified for an initial desktop audit to 

determine a possible explanation for the flag that would remove the need for further inquiry.   

 

In the desktop audit analysis, many school-level factors, outlined in detail in Appendix A, were reviewed 

holistically and discussed as a team before any determinations were made. GOSA placed schools in one 

of two categories: “further inquiry needed,” or “no further inquiry needed.” 

 

After the desktop audit, 19 schools in 12 LEAs, listed below, require further inquiry. Appendix B lists the 

number of classrooms at each school requiring further inquiry for both EOG and EOC. 

 

Desktop Audit Schools 

 

Schools Requiring Further Inquiry 

 

 Scott Elementary School (Atlanta Public Schools) 

 Miles Intermediate School (Atlanta Public Schools) 

 Cleveland Elementary School (Atlanta Public Schools) 

 Sequoyah Middle School (DeKalb) 

 Stephenson Middle School (DeKalb) 

 Stone Mountain Middle School (DeKalb) 

 Montgomery Elementary School (DeKalb) 

 Huddleston Elementary School (Fayette) 

 Taylor Road Middle School (Fulton) 

 Fulton Sunshine Academy Charter School (Fulton) 

 Risley Middle School (Glynn) 

 Greensboro Elementary School (Greene) 

 Harmony Elementary School (Gwinnett) 

 Friendship Elementary School (Hall) 

 Langston Road Elementary (Houston) 

 Blackburn Elementary School (Lumpkin) 

 Rosemont Elementary School (Troup) 
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EOC Desktop Audit 

Schools were identified for a desktop audit when one classroom was flagged at five standard deviations or 

greater within the school.  Thirty-two classrooms in 23 schools in 12 LEAs were identified for an initial 

desktop audit to determine a possible explanation for the flag that would remove the need for further 

inquiry.   

 

In this analysis, many school-level factors were reviewed holistically and discussed as a team before any 

determinations were made. GOSA placed schools in one of two categories: “further inquiry needed,” or 

“no further inquiry needed.” 

 

After the desktop audit, 14 schools in 10 LEAs, listed below, require further inquiry. Appendix B lists the 

number of classrooms at each school requiring further inquiry for both EOG and EOC. 

 

EOC Desktop Audit Schools 

 

Schools Requiring Further Inquiry 

 

 Early College High School at Carver (Atlanta Public Schools) 

 Charles R Drew High School (Clayton) 

 Sprayberry High School (Cobb) 

 Clarkston High School (DeKalb) 

 Peachtree Middle School (DeKalb) 

 Tucker High School (DeKalb) 

 Tucker Middle School (DeKalb) 

  Chapel Hill High School (Douglas) 

 Alpharetta High School (Fulton) 

 North Springs High School (Fulton) 

 West Hall High School (Hall) 

 Jefferson High School (Jefferson City) 

 Jordan Vocational High School (Muscogee) 

 Southeast Whitfield High School (Whitfield) 
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GOSA Recommendations in Schools Requiring Further Inquiry 

Overall, 85 classrooms in 33 schools in 18 LEAs require further inquiry. GOSA recommends the 

following actions to the SBOE in these schools: 

 

• State monitors will observe and inspect schools requiring further inquiry for the 2016 Georgia 

Milestones test administration (EOG and EOC tests). 

• Schools must rotate teachers in schools requiring further inquiry for the 2016 Georgia Milestones 

(EOG tests). 

• GOSA will share data files with superintendents to facilitate: 

• LEA investigation of reason(s) for flags 

• Submission of online inquiry form to GOSA with results of investigation and an 

explanation of testing protocols in place. 

• GOSA will conduct on-site audits as necessary.  

 

No further action should be taken for flagged schools that require no further inquiry after the desktop 

audit. 
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Appendix A: Desktop Audit Indicators  

 

 Desktop Audit Indicators Reviewed 

Number of classrooms flagged in each school and whether the flagged classrooms had different 

test administrators. 

Total erasures and number of wrong-to-right (w-t-r) at the classroom level, including student-level 

data to determine whether erasures are concentrated in a small number of students.  Classrooms 

where more than 50% of students in a classroom have zero erasures and/or w-t-r erasures reduce 

the likelihood of systematic or widespread changes in answers from wrong to right. 

The severity of the individual flagged classroom (i.e. the standard deviation value or how far from 

what is considered normal behavior is the class positioned).  EOC flags between 5.0 and 6.0 SDs 

are of less concern than those over 6.0 SDs. 

Percentage of total classroom erasures changed from w-t-r.  Generally, classrooms with greater 

than 65% of erasures being w-t-r are of concern, unless a classroom with multiple students had 

one student with many w-t-r erasures, suggesting that systematic cheating was unlikely. 

The number of students in each classroom. (Example:  Extremes in classroom populations on both 

ends of the distribution can skew post-calculation metrics and in turn cause flagged classrooms.). 

Classroom percentile ranks of wrong-to-right erasures by student to observe the distribution of 

erasures in a classroom and compare that distribution to the state distribution.  For example, 

comparing a classroom’s 50
th

 and 90
th

 percentile with the state 50
th

 and 90
th

 percentiles can 

identify whether abnormal distributions and/or outliers. 

The type of school (i.e. state charter school, high transient population, alternative education 

program, residential treatment facilities, etc.). 

School demographics and groups (ELL population, gifted, magnet, students with disabilities, etc.). 

Variance in performance level data from previous years (not applicable in 2014-2015 due to 

Georgia Milestones transition). 

History as a school of concern. 

Prior test monitoring and/or an on-site audit by state personnel. 

District personnel and/or policies currently implemented to support test security. 

Review of state monitor notes and/or forms. 
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Appendix B:  EOG/EOC Schools Requiring Further Inquiry 

The following list includes the number of classrooms flagged in the 33 schools requiring further 

inquiry after the desktop audit. 

 

System Name School Name 

2015 Spring EOG 2015 Spring EOC 

Classes Requiring 

Further Inquiry 

Classes Requiring 

Further Inquiry 

Atlanta Public Schools Scott Elementary School 4  

Atlanta Public Schools Miles Intermediate Elementary School 5  

Atlanta Public Schools Cleveland Elementary School 2  

Atlanta Public Schools Early College at Carver  1 

Clayton County Schools Charles R Drew High School  1 

Cobb County Schools Sprayberry High School  1 

DeKalb County Schools Stone Mountain Middle School 21  

DeKalb County Schools Montgomery Elementary School 3  

DeKalb County Schools Sequoyah Middle School 2  

DeKalb County Schools Stephenson Middle School 1  

DeKalb County Schools Clarkston High School  9 

DeKalb County Schools Peachtree Middle School  1 

DeKalb County Schools Tucker High School  1 

DeKalb County Schools Tucker Middle School  1 

Douglas County Schools Chapel Hill High School  1 

Fayette County Schools Huddleston Elementary School 3  

Forsyth County Schools Brookwood Elementary School 1  

Fulton County Schools Fulton Sunshine Academy 2  

Fulton County Schools Taylor Road Middle School 2  

Fulton County Schools Alpharetta High School  1 

Fulton County Schools North Springs High School  1 

Glynn County Schools Risley Middle School 1  

Greene County Schools Greensboro Elementary School 1  

Gwinnett County Schools Nesbit Elementary School 2  

Gwinnett County Schools Harmony Elementary School 2  

Hall County Schools Friendship Elementary School 3  

Hall County Schools West Hall High School  1 

Houston County Schools Langston Road Elementary School 3  

Jefferson City Schools Jefferson High School  1 

Lumpkin County Schools Blackburn Elementary School 4  

Muscogee County Schools Jordan Vocational High School  1 

Troup County Schools Rosemont Elementary School 1  

Whitfield County Schools Southeast Whitfield High School  1 

TOTAL (18 LEAs) TOTAL (33 schools) 63 22 
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Appendix C:  2015 DRC EOG Executive Report 
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Appendix D:  2015 DRC EOC Executive Report  
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